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Where Do People Go After Death? 


Sixbert SANGWA + September 03, 2024 


The question of what happens to people after death is one that has intrigued humanity for millennia. As 
Christians, we find comfort and clarity in the teachings of the Bible, which offers profound insights into the 
nature of life after death. According to Scripture, the afterlife involves an immediate conscious existence where 
the soul is either in the presence of God or separated from Him, based on one's relationship with Jesus Christ. 
This article will explore what the Bible teaches about where people go after death, examining the temporary 
States of both the righteous and the unrighteous, and looking forward to the eternal destinations that await all 


souls. 


1. The Destination of Believers' Souls: 

For those who believe in Jesus Christ, the Bible clearly indicates that their souls go to heaven upon death. 
Jesus assures us of this truth in John 3:16, which states, "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life." This promise is further affirmed in 2 
Corinthians 5:6—8, where the Apostle Paul writes, "We are confident, | say, and would prefer to be away from 
the body and at home with the Lord." Similarly, in Philippians 1:23, Paul expresses a desire "to depart and be 
with Christ, for that is far better," highlighting the immediate transition to Christ's presence for believers after 
death. 


Moreover, the New Testament uses the term “paradise” as synonymous with "heaven" to describe the place 
where the righteous go after death. A pivotal moment that illustrates this is when Jesus spoke to the repentant 
thief on the cross, saying, “Truly | tell you, today you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). Here, "paradise" 
is clearly a reference to being in the presence of the Lord, aligning with the understanding of heaven as the 


dwelling place of God and the righteous. 


However, it is important to note that while the soul/spirit of believers goes to be with Christ immediately after 
death, the physical body remains in the grave, often described in the Bible as "s/eeping.” This concept is 
elucidated in 1 Corinthians 15:50—54 and 1 Thessalonians 4:13—17, which describe the future resurrection when 
believers will be given glorified bodies. The purpose of this resurrection is to reunite the soul/spirit with the 
resurrected body, creating a complete and eternal state of existence. This glorified, united body-soul-spirit will 
be the state of the redeemed for eternity in the new heavens and the new earth, as described in Revelation 21— 
22. 


2. The Destination of Unbelievers' Souls: 

Conversely, those who do not accept Jesus Christ as their Savior face a different fate. The Bible teaches that 
unbelievers go to a place of torment immediately after death. Luke 16:22—23 provides a vivid account of this, 
describing a rich man who, upon dying, finds himself in a place of torment. This passage shows that, similar to 
the destiny of believers, unbelievers also enter a temporary state immediately after death—a realm of suffering 


that foreshadows their final judgment. 


This temporary place of torment is not the same as hell (the lake of fire), which is the final destination for the 
wicked. Revelation 20:11—15 details the ultimate judgment at the great white throne, where all the unbelieving 
dead are resurrected, judged according to their deeds, and then cast into the lake of fire. This second 
resurrection, distinct from the first resurrection of the righteous, involves the judgment of those whose names 
are not found in the book of life. These will experience the "second death" in the lake of fire (Revelation 20:14— 
15). 


3. Temporary Realms and Final Destinations: 

From these scriptural insights, we understand that after death, everyone resides in either a temporary place of 
comfort (paradise) or a temporary place of torment. These are intermediate states where souls await the final 
resurrection. At the resurrection, believers will receive their glorified bodies and enter into eternal life in the 
new heavens and new earth (Revelation 21:1), while unbelievers will be resurrected to face final judgment and 


eternal punishment in the lake of fire. 


It is significant to note the New Testament's use of the word "paradise." The term often signifies the same reality 
as "heaven"—the dwelling place of God and His people. For example, 2 Corinthians 12:2-4 describes Paul 

being caught up to the "third heaven" and then refers to this experience as being “caught up to paradise," 
indicating that both terms can represent the same location of God's presence. This equivalence highlights that 
for believers, paradise is synonymous with being in the divine presence, affirming their immediate transition 


into a state of blessedness upon death. 


Conclusion: 

The Bible presents a clear teaching on the fate of the soul after death, distinguishing between the destinies of 
believers and unbelievers. For those in Christ, death is a passage into the presence of the Lord, often referred 
to as "paradise" or "heaven." For those who reject Christ, death leads to a temporary state of suffering, 
culminating in eternal separation from God in the lake of fire. 

Therefore, our eternal destiny hinges on whether we have trusted Jesus Christ for salvation (Matthew 25:46; 
John 3:36). This teaching urges us to reflect on our relationship with God and to seek the assurance of eternal 


life through faith in Jesus Christ. 


Recommended Readings 
e Is Hell Different from the Lake of Fire? 
¢ What is the Unholy Trinity of the End Times? 
e¢ Are Purgatory and Prayers for the Dead Biblical? 
¢ What Are the Unseen Forces Shaping Our World Today? 
¢ The 1260, 1290, and 1335 days of Daniel and the timeline of end-time events 
¢ Does the Bible Teach Us to Pray to Mary, the Dead Saints, and Other Beings in Heaven? 
¢ What Is the True World Hierarchy and How Does It Cooperate for the New World Order? 


Further Resources 
e Explore Online Ministry Opportunities at Open Christian Ministries (USA) 


e Explore Christian Business Services at the Center for Faith and Work (Rwanda) 
e Pursue an Affordable Online Christian Degree at Open Christian University (USA) 
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